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CONGRATULATING COLLEEN MUR-
RAY ON RECEIVING THE CON-
GRESSIONAL AWARD GOLD
MEDAL

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Miami Springs resident Colleen
Murray for her dedication to bettering our com-
munity and receiving Congress’s highest
honor, the Congressional Award Gold Medal.

To receive the Congressional Award Gold
Medal, one must demonstrate immense dedi-
cation and be willing to sacrifice a great
amount of time. All recipients must participate
in 400 hours of voluntary community service,
200 hours of personal development, 200 hours
of physical activities, and an additional four
night mission of their choosing. This is all
done within a two year time frame.

For Colleen’s public service, she chose to
highlight her appreciation for classical music
and opera. Colleen volunteered at local hos-
pitals and provided music therapy to patients.
By utilizing her passion, Colleen not only im-
proved her musical skills but also helped oth-
ers in our community. Colleen incorporated
her love of music for her personal develop-
ment requirement as well. She dedicated time
to improve her harp skills in order to compete
in regional and national competitions. Most no-
tably, she performed with the New World Sym-
phony. For her physical fitness requirement,
Colleen built up her stamina and ran one mile
at a consistent pace despite a persistent knee
injury.

As Colleen was nearing her goal, she had
to complete her four days of exploration. With
an interest in history, she visited a variety of
sites in Tennessee, South Carolina and Geor-
gia, ranging from the Revolutionary War to the
Civil Rights era. During the evening, Colleen
stayed with local families to fully immerse her-
self in the experience. With all of the activities
Colleen completed, she not only bettered the
community, but herself.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to congratulate
Colleen Murray on her accomplishment, and |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
her outstanding achievement. It is an honor to
know that Florida’s 25th District has an indi-
vidual with such a bright future.

BERNADETTE CHAMBERS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bernadette
Chambers for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Bernadette Chambers is a student at Man-
dalay Middle School and received this award

because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Bernadette
Chambers is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ber-
nadette Chambers for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY’S 40TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of Focus on the
Family, a vital American institution dedicated
to preserving one of our country’s most
foundational pillars—the family.

Forty years ago, there were dire warning
signs of the erosion of the family and the
Judeo-Christian roots that have brought such
benefit and blessing to the United States of
America, and to the entire world. Dr. James
Dobson saw these threats and could not ig-
nore them.

In Psalm 11:3, King David asks, “When the
foundations are being destroyed, what can the
righteous do?” That question has been viewed
by some as a lament—a rhetorical question
that signals defeat or resignation. But others
take it as a rallying cry—to weigh that ques-
tion, to search one’s heart, and to resolve to
do something about the foundations that are
being destroyed.

It was in this spirit that Dr. James Dobson
founded Focus on the Family. Instead of re-
treating or shrugging off the problem to the
next generation, Focus on the Family has
proven what the righteous can truly do. Under
the vision and leadership of Dr. Dobson and
more recently Jim Daly, by the grace of God,
incredible things have been accomplished to
preserve, promote, and protect the family.

It would be impossible to quantify the full
impact that Focus on the Family has had in
our own nation as well as across the world.
We do know that thousands of marriages have
been revived, prodigal sons and daughters
have been brought home, life changes have
been successfully navigated, young adults
have been equipped, children have been lov-
ingly discipled, and families have been en-
couraged and strengthened.

| do want to highlight a significant impact
that can be quantified. Through Focus on the
Family’s Option Ultrasound, over 720 grants
have been awarded to pregnancy centers to
purchase ultrasound machines. As a direct re-

sult, over 382,000 lives have been saved by
mothers choosing life over abortion.

In Colorado Springs, our local pregnancy
centers have benefitted greatly from the gen-
erosity of Focus on the Family. Many of the
materials given to women facing unexpected
pregnancies come from Focus. In fact, since
Life Network obtained its very first ultrasound
machine through Focus on the Family, over
2000 women who have seen their babies on
ultrasounds have chosen life. What an incalcu-
lable, multi-generational blessing.

Although Focus on the Family was founded
in California, we are glad that they saw the
light and relocated to Colorado Springs when
they did in 1991. | wonder for how many chil-
dren around the country—even the world—
their first knowledge of Colorado Springs is
through Adventures in Odyssey.

It is truly a privilege to celebrate with Focus
on the Family on the occasion of their 40th
anniversary. Focus on the Family has fortified
our families and our country, and for that, | am
truly grateful.

PASSING OF WALKER A. WILLIAMS

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor the life and memory of Walker Alex-
ander Williams.

Born in East Orange, New Jersey in 1940,
Walker lifted his eyes well beyond our shores
and developed an international reputation as a
businessman and an advocate for the African
and Caribbean diaspora communities. His
passion for economic empowerment led him to
create Alternative Marketing Access, Leader-
ship Global (formerly Leadership Africa USA)
and NiQuan Energy as platforms for develop-
ment. Walker leaves behind a legacy of uplift-
ing others and promoting the advancement of
under-represented groups, especially those of
African and African American descent.

Walker also recognized the importance of
training people to fill leadership roles and de-
veloping talent to serve in African political and
economic contexts. He had a vision for devel-
oping countries in which their diverse commu-
nities and nations overall could reach their full
potential. His distinguished career included
testifying in Congress on “The Future of En-
ergy in Africa” where he urged this body to
support and encourage partnerships to im-
prove Africa’s access to energy. He also pro-
vided vital leadership around the initial pas-
sage of the African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA), arranging several Congressional
briefings for African Ambassadors, key mem-
bers of Congress, and Administration officials
on AGOA and its potential effect on infrastruc-
ture, energy, agriculture, health, nutrition, and
security.

During his long career as a businessman,
advocate, and philanthropist, Walker remained
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